
BMC North West Area    
Online (Zoom) meeting  

Monday 18th May 2020 19:30 



Welcome 

Slides - on BMC Communities site 

Recorded 

New to Zoom?  

Considerate - mute yourself 

Bear with us - give us feedback 

Timekeeping - speakers keep to time 

Questions - in chat box 

Not a SPAG test 

Problem - message in chat 



Agenda 

1. Welcome                                                                                      

2. Minutes of previous meeting                                                                           

3. Matters arising not covered elsewhere                                           

4. Equity Steering Group – report                                                           

5. BMC’s response to COVID-19, status re access, and coming out of lockdown 

6. Reports from area representatives 

• Access                                                                                                             

• Clubs                                                                                                               

• Hill Walking                                                                                                   

• Youth & Walls                                                                                              

• Social media and comms     

                                                                     

7. NW Events calendar 2020 – latest on Wilton Fest.       

8. Report from most recent National Council                     

9. BMC (virtual) AGM, incl proxy voting  

10. Any other business                                                                                  
 



Agenda Items 2 - 4 

2. Minutes of previous meeting       

3. Matters arising not covered elsewhere        

4. Equity Steering Group – report   

James McHaffie & Cressida Allwood    



Agenda Item 5: BMC’s response to COVID-19 

Status re access, and coming out of lockdown 

The BMC and other organisations have published much 

recent advice on returning to climbing and hillwalking 

 

England  

 

Wales  

 

Lake District  

 

Mountain Rescue Teams 

 

Lancashire & Cheshire Crags: Les and Mark - Access rep reports 

 

No issues reported in the North West - thanks to 

members for being respectful and considerate 

 



In all cases the emphasis is on compliance with the law,  

with recommendations to keep yourself and others safe,  

to avoid “honeypots” and stay local,  

not to assume MRTs will operate as normal,  

and to respect the sensitivities of  

local communities. 



Agenda Item 6 

Area Reps 
 

The volunteers who make the magic happen   

Access                 Les Ainsworth & Mark 

Hounslea                                                                                                

Clubs                                    Dominic Oughton                                                                        

  

Hill Walking                          Steve Charles & Dave Robinson                                                             

   

Youth & Walls                 Stuart Holmes                                                                             

  

Social media & comms     Roberta Spagnul 



Access - Lancs 

In case you  

have forgotten  

what climbing is... 























Cheshire Crag Access 

No particular issues: 

Main Cheshire crags (Helsby,Pex Hill) open access land.  

 

The same issues of compliance with law and BMC guidelines 

apply in Cheshire as everywhere else.  

 

Other News:  

Mark continues to work on: 

● Access to new bouldering areas in a Runcorn public 

park 

● Calming down shared use issues at Pex Hill 

● “Chipping away” at getting permission for climbing at 

Aviary Wall, a small crag in a public park in St Helens    



Clubs 

A big welcome to Dominic Oughton  

who has taken up the role of  

BMC NW area Clubs Coordinator  



Hello – I’m your new (to 

be co-opted) BMC NW 

Area 

Club Coordinator 

 

Dominic Oughton 



What’s it all about??? 
 

Organisation Development Group 

Workstream 7 - Clubs Working Group 

Proposed Strategy for Clubs 2020 - 2024 



Some Issues for guidance and/or collaboration – 

Any more???  
● How do Clubs cope in the ongoing C19 crisis (issues around guidance on huts & 

meets etc, financial impacts…) 
● ‘Can I start climbing and hill walking again?’ - how will this feed through into 

Club activities in due course? 
● Sharing ideas for keeping in touch with members and arranging ‘online / virtual’ 

engagement during social distancing 
● Child protection guidance for clubs (including use of huts) and implications of 

opening membership to U18s 
● BMC insurance implications for Club members organising events eg ‘introduction 

to ###’ for inexperienced members or guests? 
 



Picking up point 3… 



Hill Walking Conservation Projects 

Holcombe Moor, Moss Planting  

23 March: Cancelled, to be rearranged 

Arranged with local National Trust ranger 

No moss available from MftF 

Became Hydrological project 

12 people signed up 

 
 

Snowdonia weekend projects  

with National Trust 
 

18/19 April: CANCELLED    
22/23 August - ??????? 



Hillwalking 

Hillwalking in accordance with BMC guidelines is now possible, but arranged / 

club walks or groups working on conservation projects are some time off yet.   

Do we want to continue to run events as an area?  

Or would we rather support clubs to run events and meets and to promote them?  



Youth and Walls 

Youth Comps: on hold 

Any timescales / considerations for 

resuming?? 

 

Walls: Association of British Climbing Walls 

have been publishing regular updates on their 

response to COVID-19. 

https://www.abcwalls.co.uk/news/coronavirus-updates-and-weekly-news/  

 

ABC devising framework for safe re-opening 

which they intend to agree with government. 
https://www.abcwalls.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Beyond-Coronavirus-update-3-

07May20.pdf 
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Social Media & Area 

Communications 

● Scheduling - Thinking Ahead 

● Engaging Members 

● Promoting Events 

● Analysing Data 



Recommendation
s  

to inform and 
plan  

our future 
social media 
engagement 

Type of 
post: 

photos, 
videos, 

links 

Most 
popular 

posts 

Demographics
: location, 

gender and 
age group 

Difference 
pre- versus 

during 
lockdown? 

Clicks, 
likes, 

shares, 
comment

s 

Quarterly 
analysis 

Changes to 
engagement 
over time 

BMC NW Facebook analytics –  
Work in progress – May update 



7. NW Events calendar 2020 – latest on Wilton Fest - TG 

● Still planning to go ahead 

● Status 

● Help needed - what and when?     

8. Report from most recent National Council    

● What was discussed at most recent meeting - links to further 

detail. CS & BB 

● Planned topics for next meeting, including any particular topics 

where members input is sought.                   

9. BMC (virtual) AGM, incl proxy voting  

 

● What is the plan for the “virtual” AGM 

● What topics will be covered? What will be missing? 

● Where and when can interested members get more detail? 

● How will voting work?   

Final Agenda Items 



10. Any other business    Steve McClure video link 

https://youtu.be/2G5l5H2Lt7w  

 

Prize Draw 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2G5l5H2Lt7w


Thanks 

 

How was it?  

 

Please pop comments in chat: 

 
What went well? 

What could be better?  

What was missing that you’d like to see? 



Images: courtesy of Paul Evans unless otherwise specified 

Slide 1 - sunset over the chem works from Helsby 

Slide 3 - cleaning loose rock from the top of Mandarin, at Hoghton Qy 

Slide 4 - Stronstrey Bank Qy above White Coppice, north of Winter Hill 

Slide 5 - Pex Hill 

Slide 6 - Stock image: Unsplash 

Slide 8 - Trowbarrow, Assegai Wall - Les Ainsworth 

Slide 19 - Pex 

Slide 21 - Provided by Steve Charles 

Slide 22 - Blackstone Edge 

Slide 23 - Stock image: Unsplash 

Slide 25 - Pete Chadwick on Yuppie’s Arete, Helsby 

 



Resources 

12th May: England  

https://www.thebmc.co.uk/can-i-start-climbing-and-hill-walking-again 

 

15th May: England https://www.thebmc.co.uk/do-you-need-to-change-the-way-that-you-climb-and-walk-with-covid19 

 

Recovery plan for climbing and hillwalking 

https://thebmc.co.uk/bmc-launches-covid19-recovery-plan-for-climbing--hill-walking  

 

Wales  

https://www.thebmc.co.uk/can-i-go-climbing-and-hill-walking-in-wales 

 

Lake District  

https://www.thebmc.co.uk/can-i-travel-to-the-lake-district-to-climb-or-walk 

 

Mountain Rescue Teams 

https://www.mountain.rescue.org.uk/stay-safe-be-adventure-smart/coronavirus-covid-19 

 

National Council & Organisational Development Group ‘At-a-Glance’ Update 

https://community.thebmc.co.uk/Event.aspx?id=4210  

 

ODG: https://odg.thebmc.co.uk/hc/en-gb  
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